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The information in this newsletter is taken from sources which we believe to be reliable, but is not guaranteed and isn’t necessarily a complete statement of all the available data.   
Conclusions are based solely upon our best judgement and analysis of technical factors and industry information sources.

AHCA MEMBERS SAVE BIG 
WITH SAFELITE AUTOGLASS
AHCA members can save time and money 
with the nation’s largest retail glass replace-
ment and service company.
Members will receive incredible group 
pricing for use on a nationwide basis for the 
repair and/or replacement of your vehicle’s 
glass needs (truck and/or car). 
AHCA’s special program is competitively 
priced and backed by the company’s LIFE-
TIME warranty. To access, simply  
call SAFELITE at: (888) 800-4527,  
AHCA Account No. 956708

AMERICAN HIGHWAY
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P.O. BOX 3190 
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An Of f ic ia l  Publ ica t ion  For  The  Profess iona l  Ca l i forn ia  Trucker

Air BraKe SaFety

A Serious Warning  
Issued By The NTSB 

AMERICAN HIGHWAY CARRIERS ASSOCIATION
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

A 2006 study by the U.S. 
government identiýed brake 
deýciencies as a factor in 29.4 
percent of all serious truck crashes 
that involved a fatality or injury. 
This is greater than any other 
single driver factor listed in the 
study. 

In response to the serious 
concern over brake safety, Mark 
V. Rosenker, Acting Chairman of 
the National  Trafýc Safety Board 
(NTSB) issued this warning earlier 
this year, ñManually adjusting 
automatic slack adjusters is 
dangerous. It should not be 
done, except during installation 
or in an emergency to move 
the vehicle to a repair facility.ò  
Rosenker emphasized that 
manual adjustment of this brake 
component  masks the real reason 
why the brakes are not maintaining 
adjustment, giving the driver a 
false sense of security about the 
effectiveness of the brakes, which 
will likely go out of adjustment 
again soon.  It also causes 
abnormal wear to the internal 
adjusting mechanism for most 
automatic slack adjusters, which 

may lead to failure of this brake 
component.

The warning came following an 
NTSB investigation into a fatal 
runaway dump truck accident in 
Glen Rock, Pennsylvania, that 
showed the deadly consequences 
of improper maintenance of 
automatic slack adjusters for air 
brake systems.  In the April 11, 
2003 accident, a dump truck was 
traveling on a steep downgrade 
when the driver found he was 
unable to stop the truck. The truck 
struck four passenger cars, one 
of which struck three children 
who were on a nearby sidewalk. 
A driver and an 11-year-old child 
from one of the passenger cars 
were killed.

The fact is, manual brake adjusters 
need to be readjusted on a regular 
basis.  Always obtain proper 
training before attempting to adjust 
them.  However, automatic brake 
adjusters normally donôt require 
manual readjustments.  If you have 
a brake that is over-stroking, and 
it has an automatic brake adjuster, 
you have a problem with the brake 
or the adjuster.

A manual readjustment of 
an automatic slack adjuster 
that is over-stroking is not a 
recommended practice.  Repeated 
manual adjusting will damage the 
brake which will no longer stay 
within the adjusted limit.  This 
should be a temporary repair only. 

Make sure that your brakes are 
operating as they were designed 
and intended to by checking them 
often.  If you would like to learn 
more about properly adjusting your 
automatic slack adjuster, you can 
contact the Commercial Vehicle 
Safety Alliance for their Air Brake 
Adjustments brochure or visit them 
online at www.cvsa.org.

ROAD TALKROAD TALKROAD TALKwho require unescorted access to secure areas of the ports.  
 
The ýnal rule outlines disqualifying crimes, enrollment process, usage 
procedures, fees and other requirements.  A copy of the rule is available at 
www.tsa.gov/twic.  
Although TWIC cards are planned to begin in March, a DHS press release 
noted that it will follow the SAFE Port Act timeline for issuance of cards.  As 
outlined in that law, the 10 U.S. ports that DHS designates as the top priority, 
must be issued cards by July 1, 2007; for the next 40 ports, the deadline is 
January 1, 2008, and the cards for all other ports must be issued by January 
1, 2009.  These deadlines may be accelerated.  

The process for implementation is separated into two rules ï one on the 
issuance of the card (the current ýnal rule) and another in the future on 
facility requirements.  The TWIC card is expected to be issued  
beginning this March, initially at a small number of ports.  California ports 
proposed for this ýrst phase are: Port Hueneme, Long Beach, Los Angeles, 
Stockton, Richmond, Oakland and San Francisco.  These ports will test 
a ýrst generation card that will be compatible with current access control 
systems, but will not support contactless biometric operations. 

Until the requirement for facilities to validate the card become ýnal, the 
U.S. Coast Guard will use hand-held readers to conduct random checks on 
TWICs to ensure they are valid.  Ports facilities will be required to visually 
review the TWIC before allowing access. 




