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who require unescorted access to secure areas of the ports.
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The final rule outlines disqualifying crimes, enrollment process, usage

procedures, fees and other requirements. A copy of the rule is available at
www.tsa.gov/twic. | www.safelite com |
Although TWIC cards are planned to begin in March, a DHS press release = 3 "
noted that it will follow the SAFE Port Act timeline for issuance of cards. As =4 ¥ t.,_ ™
outlined in that law, the 10 U.S. ports that DHS designates as the top priority, 1 - _“. o '
must be issued cards by July 1, 2007; for the next 40 ports, the deadline is : mel =
January 1, 2008, and the cards for all other ports must be issued by January AHCA MEMBERS SAVE BIG
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A manual readjustment of

an automatic slack adjuster

that is over-stroking is not a
recommended practice. Repeated
manual adjusting will damage the
brake which will no longer stay

The process for implementation is separated into two rules — one on the
issuance of the card (the current final rule) and another in the future on
facility requirements. The TWIC card is expected to be issued

beginning this March, initially at a small number of ports. California ports
proposed for this first phase are: Port Hueneme, Long Beach, Los Angeles,
Stockton, Richmond, Oakland and San Francisco. These ports will test
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Members will receive incredible group

a first generation card that will be compatible with current access control
systems, but will not support contactless biometric operations.

Until the requirement for facilities to validate the card become final, the
U.S. Coast Guard will use hand-held readers to conduct random checks on
TWICs to ensure they are valid. Ports facilities will be required to visually

review the TWIC before allowing access.

pricing for use on a nationwide basis for the
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glass needs (truck and/or car).
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A 2006 study by the U.S.
government identified brake
deficiencies as a factor in 29.4
percent of all serious truck crashes
that involved a fatality or injury.
This is greater than any other
single driver factor listed in the
study.

In response to the serious
concern over brake safety, Mark
V. Rosenker, Acting Chairman of
the National Traffic Safety Board
(NTSB) issued this warning earlier
this year, “Manually adjusting
automatic slack adjusters is
dangerous. It should not be

done, except during installation

or in an emergency to move

the vehicle to a repair facility.”
Rosenker emphasized that
manual adjustment of this brake
component masks the real reason
why the brakes are not maintaining
adjustment, giving the driver a
false sense of security about the
effectiveness of the brakes, which
will likely go out of adjustment
again soon. It also causes
abnormal wear to the internal
adjusting mechanism for most
automatic slack adjusters, which

may lead to failure of this brake
component.

The warning came following an
NTSB investigation into a fatal
runaway dump truck accident in
Glen Rock, Pennsylvania, that
showed the deadly consequences
of improper maintenance of
automatic slack adjusters for air
brake systems. In the April 11,
2003 accident, a dump truck was
traveling on a steep downgrade
when the driver found he was
unable to stop the truck. The truck
struck four passenger cars, one
of which struck three children

who were on a nearby sidewalk.

A driver and an 11-year-old child
from one of the passenger cars
were killed.

The fact is, manual brake adjusters
need to be readjusted on a regular

basis. Always obtain proper

training before attempting to adjust

them. However, automatic brake
adjusters normally don’t require

manual readjustments. If you have

a brake that is over-stroking, and
it has an automatic brake adjuster,

you have a problem with the brake

or the adjuster.

within the adjusted limit. This
should be a temporary repair only.

Make sure that your brakes are
operating as they were designed
and intended to by checking them
often. If you would like to learn
more about properly adjusting your
automatic slack adjuster, you can
contact the Commercial Vehicle
Safety Alliance for their Air Brake
Adjustments brochure or visit them
online at www.cvsa.org.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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LIDAR, A New Device To Detect Tailgating

A new laser device being used by law enforcement targets speeders and tailgaters, two
dangerous driving habits that every motorist must learn to control. The new device is called
LIDAR which stands for Laser Imaging Detection and Ranging. LIDAR works similar to radar,
only instead of radar waves it uses lasers which produce a much more accurate reading.

Like the similar radar technology, which uses radio waves instead of light, LIDAR measures the
range to an object by measuring the time delay between transmission of a pulse and detection
of the reflected signal. While radar will detect a variety of objects within its coned pattern such
as the closest target, the fastest moving target or the largest target, laser technology is highly
targeted and especially useful in high-volume traffic areas. At 18 inches wide at 500 feet, a
laser can pinpoint one vehicle in a crowded group while radar produces a beam around 150 feet
at the same distance.

“Inside the unit, it will do calculations and tell me exactly how fast the vehicle was going and
the distance between the front bumper of the first car and the front bumper of the second car,”
stated police officer Anthony Gardinier in a recent episode of ABC’'s Good Morning America.

According to www.officer.com, the latest and greatest units include the option to combine speed
detection with digital photo evidence. At the time the LIDAR unit captures the speed violation, a
digital picture of the evidence also is recorded. The image is displayed showing the vehicle, its
speed, the LIDAR's target and a time stamp of the infraction. See Picture this, http://www.ofycer.
com/article/article.jsp?id=33486&siteSection=20.

You won't find much argument from police officers as they claim LIDAR is more accurate, it
makes their jobs easier and violators are less likely to fight their tickets. You can avoid getting
ticketed for tailgating by maintaining a minimum three-second cushion between your vehicle and
the vehicle in front of you. Doing so might not only prevent a ticket but property damage, injury
and/or death resulting from a collision. Driving is your livelihood, manage it well.

NHTSA maintains an Interagency Agreement with the National Institute of Standards and
Technology to develop speed measuring device performance specifications. Development of
these performance specifications satisfies the needs of criminal justice agencies for high quality
service from speed measuring devices which includes LIDAR.
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Intermodal Chassis
Responsibility

FMCSA is taking comments on proposed
regulation that would for the first time make

FMCSA To Beef Up
New Entrants Standards

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA) is accepting comments on a proposed
change to the New Entrant Safety Assurance
Process that would raise the standard of
compliance for passing the new entrant safety
audit. The FMCSA has identified 11 regulations
they believe to be essential elements of basic

safety management controls necessary to operate
in interstate commerce. Failure to comply with any
one of the 11 regulations would result in automatic

failure of the audit. The following are the 11
regulations referenced above:

1. Failure to implement an alcohol and/or
controlled substances testing program.

2. Using a driver who has refused to submit to an

alcohol or controlled substances test.

3. Using a driver known to have tested positive
for a controlled substance.

4. Knowingly allowing, requiring, permitting, or
authorizing an employee with a CDL which is
suspended, revoked, or canceled or who is
disqualified to operate a commercial motor
vehicle (CMV).

5. Knowingly allowing, requiring, permitting, or

authorizing a driver to drive who is disqualified

to drive a CMV.
6. Operating a motor vehicle without having in

effect the required minimum levels of financial

responsibility coverage.

7. Using a disqualified driver.

8. Using a physically unqualified driver.

9. Failing to require a driver to make a record of
duty status.

10.Requiring or permitting operation of a CMV

declared “out-of-service” before repairs are made.

11. Using a CMV not periodically inspected.

Comments are being accepted at: www.

regulations.gov, Docket No. FMCSA-2001-11061.

Comments must be received by 2/20/07.

intermodal equipment providers (IEPs)
subject to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulations. As mandated by section 4118
of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users,
this rulemaking would require IEPs to:

1) register and file with FMCSA an Intermodal
Equipment Provider Identification Report
(Form MCS-150C);

2) display the USDOT Number, or other
unique identifier, on each intermodal
container chassis offered for transportation
in interstate commerce;

3) establish a systematic inspection, repair,
and maintenance program to ensure the
safe operating condition of each intermodal
container chassis;

4) maintain documentation of the program;

5) provide a means to effectively respond to
driver and motor carrier reports about
chassis mechanical defects and
deficiencies.

The agency is also proposing additional
inspection requirements for motor carriers and
drivers operating intermodal equipment.

The agency’s intent of this rulemaking is

to ensure that intermodal equipment used

to transport intermodal containers is safe

and systematically maintained. Improved
maintenance is expected to result in

fewer out-of-service orders and highway
breakdowns involving intermodal chassis and
improved efficiency of the Nation’s intermodal
transportation system.

Comments must be received by 3/21/07.
Refer to Docket No. FMCSA-2005-23315.
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TWIC Cards To Be Issued Beginning March

For those who work at the ports, get ready to shell out some money for your
new “Transportation Worker Identification Credentials” card (TWIC) and a new
round of background checks. “The exact amount of the fee will be established
and published once an enrollment support contract is finalized in early 2007,”
a government press release stated. However, the credential and background
check are slated to be around $140 but could cost as much as $160.

On January 3, 2007, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) released a
final rule for the TWIC card requiring all port workers, including truck drivers,
to undergo a federal background check in order to gain unescorted access to
maritime port facilities in the U.S.

As currently planned, the credential will hold a digital photograph, name, TWIC
expiration date, fingerprint templates of 2 fingers, finger pattern templates

of 2 fingers, a personal identification number, and a Federal Agency Smart
Credential number. The background checks will initially look at criminal history
records, terrorist watch lists, immigration status and outstanding wants and
warrants, but may include other databases when/if the law allows.

The background checks will be required of more than 750,000 port
employees, longshoremen, mariners, truckers and others

(Continues on page 4)

FUEL UPDATE

January 8, 2007 - The U.S. average retail

Ntl.AVg.
$2.537

price for diesel fuel declined 8.1 cents per 1/08/07  12/4J06 1/9/06

gallon to $2.537. Prices are 13.8 cents per
gallon lower than this time last month and
5.2 cents per gallon higher than this time
last year. California declined 0.4 cents per

East Coast 2.520 2.610 2.528
New England .... 2.672 2.716 2.676
Central Atlantic.. 2.633 2.717 2.626

gallon to $2.856 compared with the same Lower Atlantic.... 2498 2.555 2.473
time last month and 25.5 cents per gallon 2483 2.578 2.451
higher than at this time last year. 2459 2537 2453
Rocky Mtns. ...... 2.682 2.707 2421

West Coast 2.824 2.860 2577
California 2.856 2.860 2.601

Prices listed are in dollars per gallon

The U.S. average retail price for regular
gasoline rose 0.9 cents per gallon to
$2.306 compared with the same time last
month and 2.1 cents per gallon lower than
at this time last year. California rose 13.6
cents per gallon to $2.632 compared with
the same time last month and 30.4 cents
per gallon higher than at this time last
year.

Up-to-date statistics are available
from the Department of energy at:
(202) 586-6966 or their website at

www.eia.doe.gov.

Source: Energy Information Administration - www.eia.doe.gov.

New CA Laws for 2007 - commercial Vehicles Registration

1. It is now a misdemeanor to violate an out-of-service order; and the DMV now has the authority
to suspend the registration(s) of all vehicles registered in the name of a person when the:
+ Department of Transportation issues an out-of-service order;
* DMV suspends/revokes a Motor Carrier of Property permit;
+ Public Utility Commission suspends/revokes the operating authority or private registration.

2. Itis now prohibited for a motor carrier granted permanent operating authority from operating
a vehicle on the highway unless the vehicle is inspected every three months by a Commercial
Vehicle Safety Alliance-certified inspector and displays a current safety inspection decal.




