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Trucker saves man in fiery crash

At about 2:30 a.m. Saturday, April 14, a Dodge Ram pick-up truck, driven by Ohio resident
Robert Golub, went off the right side of the road and slammed into an auto parts store. The
truck tore a hole in the side of the building and ripped its gas meter from the wall. As Golub
lay unconscious across his truck’s airbag, the truck caught fire and natural gas from the
exposed gas line filled the air which spread fire to the entire building.

John Krupka, a driver for the Carquest Automotive Parts Co. was in the back of his box
truck, strapping in a pallet jack when the crash occurred. Krupka had planned to drive off in
a matter of minutes.

“| couldn’t open the door at first it was jammed shut,” Krupka said. ‘I got it open as wide

as my fingers and kept prying. The fifth time | got it open.” Krupka grabbed Golub by the
shoulder and shook him. “I told him we have to get out of here,” Krupka said. “He looked at
me like he didn’'t know what happened.” Krupka then yanked Golub out of the pick-up and
clear of the building. After the two were clear of the truck, Krupka watched as Golub’s air
bag melted into the steering wheel where his head laid a moment earlier.

Krupka called 911 at 2:34 a.m. and firefighters arrived at 2:37 a.m. It took officials over
four hours to find and dig up the gas shut off valve from the street. The fire was officially
extinguished at about 10:45 a.m.

No one, including the truck driver, was seriously hurt, but the building was declared a total
loss. Damage to the building and its contents is estimated at $890,000. The store (which
had 10 employees) is said to be looking for a new location. Solon mayor Kevin C. Patton
recognized the hardship to the displaced workers and has stated that they’ll do what they
can to assist them.

Source: Cleveland Sun News
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How well prepared are your drivers for a
roadside inspection? Do they know what
to expect? Will they pass?

J.J. Keller offers numerous resources

for trucking operations which help to
eliminate confusion and uncertainty during
the inspection process. Keller currently
offers their 97-M Roadside Inspections &
Compliance Audits Manual; 338-VT Roadside
Inspections Driver Training Kit; 365-P CVSA
Out of Service Handbook, and 55-FBT CVSA
Pocket Chart for Tractor Trailers. Visit J.J.
Keller at www.jjkeller.com/ahca or call AHCA
at (877) 855-8462 to order and receive your
association discount.

J. J. Keller

& Associates, Inc.
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No mixed messages as groupns seek
injunction of cross-horder program

Monday, April 23 -

The Owner-Operator
Independent Drivers
Association (OOIDA), along
with the Sierra Club; Public
Citizen; the Environmental
Law Foundation; the
International Brotherhood of
Teamsters; and the Brotherhood of Teamsters Auto
and Truck Drivers Local 70, all filed suit against the
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) and the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA).
The lawsuit alleges that the government’s adoption
and implementation of a pilot program authorizing up
to 100 Mexican motor carriers to perform long-haul
operations within the U.S. is unlawful.

The groups contend that the project is in violation
of public notice and comment requirements that
federal law imposes on pilot programs and that it
would have significant environmental and public
safety repercussions. The groups are seeking an
injunction requiring the DOT and FMCSA to either
comply with the law by providing public notice of
the pilot program and an opportunity for the public
to comment — or to set aside the pilot project as
unlawful.

“The DOT has still not answered questions about
verification of drivers’ records, drug and alcohol

testing, hours of service, cabotage,
inspections and insurance. They make
general statements about audits of
Mexican motor carriers, but have
shown nothing that should make the
American public feel confident that they
have fulfilled all the obligations necessary
before moving forward”, commented OOIDA
Executive Vice President Todd Spencer.

“The Bush administration is ignoring the American
people in its zeal to open our borders to unsafe
Mexican trucks,” said Teamsters General President
Jim Hoffa. “This reckless pilot program must be

stopped and the driving

public protected.”

A hearing for the case had
not been set before
going to press.

“The Bush administration
is ignoring the American
people in its zeal to open

our borders to unsafe

Mexican trucks,”
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Driving the speed limit is not
always responsible

1
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The primary causative factor r.thlsr si ‘i eed of the trailing unit -‘i
under the present conditions; Ihe air was foggy and the pavem!h was wet. Addltlonalqr

notable factors were that Unit 1 was traveling 30 mph (as much speed as could have been

gained in the distance traveled due to the weight being carried) and visibility was estimated

at approximately 300 ft.

Because of their size and weight, trucks require a much greater stopping distance than
smaller vehicles. Logically, the heavier the vehicle, the greater the distance needed to stop.
Obviously, the heavier the vehicle, the more damage it will cause when it collides with an
object. According to the National Safety Council’s Defensive Driving Course for Professional
Truck Drivers, the stopping distance for a fully-loaded tractor trailer traveling at 30 mph on

a dry, level road, is 100 ft. At double that speed or 60 mph, the stopping distance doesn’t
double, it increases over four-fold to 426 ft. Increase that speed another 5 mph to 65 mph
and the distance needed to stop increases another 100 ft. to 525 ft.

The lesson to learn from this collision is to control your speed - especially in inclement
weather. Whether you are in fog, rain, snow or icy conditions, you should adjust your driving
speed accordingly in order to lessen the possibility of an accident. When fog is present, one
should be able to brake and stop within the distance you
can see forward. When the road is wet or icy, you must
slow your speed enough to allow a proper braking distance
and avoid loss of traction with the road. In normal, dry
conditions at highway speeds, you should allow a 4-second
gap between you and the vehicle ahead of you. With the
average person’s perception/reaction time and your truck’s
brake lag time being around 2 seconds in total, a 4-second

s I E E D gap will give you a full two seconds of actual deceleration
time added to the time it takes for the vehicle ahead of you
LIMIT | =

Slow down and expect to take a bit longer to arrive at
your destination during times of inclement weather. Your
chances of arriving safely are then greatly enhanced.
Keep in mind, the posted speed limit is only a permitted
speed limit under normal or good conditions. The posted
speed limit does not apply if that speed is unsafe for
conditions as noted above.

ON DAYS WHEN
WEATHER IS BAD

1165 mph
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Roadcheck 2007

The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance
(CVSA) is gearing up for their annual 3-day
event known as Roadcheck. From June 5 - 7,
CVSA certified inspectors will perform Level
1 inspections on drivers and commercial
vehicles throughout the Canadian provinces
and territories, U.S. states and territories and
Mexico.

AlLevel 1, North American Standard Inspection
consists of: An examination of driver’s license;
medical examiner's certificate and  Skill
Performance Evaluation (SPE) Certificate
(if applicable); alcohol and drugs; driver’s
record of duty status as required; hours of
service; seat belt; vehicle inspection report (if
applicable); brake systems; coupling devices;
exhaust systems; frame; fuel systems; lighting
devices (turn signals, brake lamps, tail lamps,
head lamps and lamps/flags on projecting
loads); safe loading; steering mechanism;
suspension; tires; van and open-top trailer
bodies; wheels and rims; windshield wipers;
emergency exits for buses; HazMat (HM)
requirements as applicable. HM required
inspection items will be inspected by certified
HM inspectors.

The primary objectives of Roadcheck are:
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o Over half nearly 55 percent of U.S. corﬁalnerlzed merchandi etrade in term of TEU pa ed tt

ports in 2005, up from 42 percent in 1980. ot

from 38,000 dwt in 2000.

» Overall, nearly 26 million containers of various sizes entered the United States by all modes of transportation in 2005,
up 37 percent from 19 million in 2000. Of those containers, more than 15 million entered the nation by truck and rail
from Canada and Mexico in 2005 while the remaining 11 million were oceanborne.

The report, “America’s Container Ports: Delivering the Goods” is available at www.bts.gov.

Get your application today for AHCA's

2007 Scholarship Award. Children and
grandchildren of good-standing AHCA
members are eligible to win a $500 award.
Deadline for entry has been extended through
the June 16.

You can get your application and all the
details online at www.AHCAonline.com or by
calling AHCA at 877-855-8462.

+ ensure that motor carriers are operating under safe conditions. Vehicles and drivers deemed unsafe, will be

removed from the highways.

+ educate government, industry and the public about the important role roadside enforcement plays in saving
lives and helping to provide a safe and secure place to travel.

+ educate commercial vehicle drivers and others about the importance of safe driving, buckling up and
maintaining safe vehicles, as well as the proper preparations to enhance security.

During Roadcheck 2006, inspectors conducted 60,357 inspections. www.CVSA.org

Memorial Day -

A federal holiday observed on the last Monday of May (this year on 5/28/07). This holiday commemorates

U.S. men and women who have died in military service to their country. It began first to honor Union soldiers who died

during the American Civil War. After World War |, it expanded to include those who died in any war or military action.

FUEL UPDATE

The most recent Short-Term Energy Outlook
released on April 10, forecast summer 2007
(April-September) retail regular gasoline prices
at an average of $2.81 per gallon. During this
same period, retail diesel prices are expected to
average $2.82 per gallon.

May 7 - U.S. average retail diesel prices
decreased 4.8 cents to $2.792 per gallon over
the past month. Prices are 10.5 cents per gallon
lower than at this time last year. All regions
reported price increases. Month to month prices
for California are down .4 cents to $2.974 per
gallon, 27 cents per gallon lower than last year.

May 7 - U.S. average retail gasoline prices
continued their upward trend over the past
month rising 8.3 cents to $3.054 per gallon.
Prices are 14.5 cents per gallon higher than at
this time last year. The average price for regular
grade in California was up 12.9 cents to $3.461
per gallon compared with last year’s price.
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* U.S. maritime ports are handling larger container vessels, measured by the average vessel size per call. The
average size per call of container vessels calling at U.S. ports was nearly 45,000 deadweight tons (dwt) in 2005, up
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U.S. Second in World Maritime Container Traffic
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National
Gasoline Avg:

$3.054

5/07/07 4/09/07 '5/08/06

East Coast........ 2.781 2.813 2.884
New England .... 2.874 2.821 2.972
Central Atlantic.. 2.867 2.852 2.983
Lower Atlantic.... 2.735 2.796 2.834
Midwest 2754 2.835 2.841

Gulf Coast......... 2.744 2.810 2.814
Rocky Mtns. ...... 2.995 2.951 3.054
West Coast 2935 2.921 3.180

California........... 2974 2978 3.244

Prices listed above are DIESEL averages in
dollars per gallon.

Up-to-date statistics are available from the
Department of Energy at: (202) 586-6966 or
their website at www.eia.doe.gov.

Source: Energy Information Administration - www.eia.doe.gov.



